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PREFACE 


I N certain respects the point of view here taken 
with regard to “The House of Life as a whole 
and certain sonnets in particular differs from the 
usual view; and it may seem not always supported 
by genuine “chapter and verse” evidence. If this 
is so, I simply admit the objection without defence. 
What is offered in the following pages must be read 
as exposition, not argument. 

Two matters which might appear proper in such 
an edition I have left untouched. One is the search 
for parallel passages, either in Rossetti or in earlier 
poets (an omission which I do not regret); the other 
is a complete apparatus of variant readings from the 
Rossetti manuscripts and proof-sheets in the Fitz- 
william Museum, Cambridge. This latter I have 
had to forego, since the curator is unwilling to sanc¬ 
tion the publication of the variant readings. I have 
followed the text of the Collected Works, edited by 
William Michael Rossetti, 1886, and have recorded 
the significant variants between that and the 1870 
edition. The Bibliographical List is obviously not 
intended to be complete; it may be supplemented 
by references in the Introduction and the Notes, and 
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the body persists in attracting souls to it; and while the 
soul ennobles the body, the body in turn “embrutes” 
the soul. This is an eternal and inescapable antinomy, 
which is nowhere more troublesome than in the arts and 
the artists. It was more puzzling to Rossetti’s Victorian 
day than in our own “scientific” and a-moral times, 
when the ethical terms of right and wrong are replaced 
by the psychological terms normal and abnormal. 
Hence chronologically the decadents fell upon unfortu¬ 
nate times, from the moral point of view, and their qual¬ 
ities suffered from undue exaggeration. 

There are, generally speaking, three sources from : 
which we derive beauty: the ideal, or the dream; nature, 
according as we more or less commonly read the divine 
into it; and the actuality of mankind. There can be no 
question, about the first two; speculation and criticism 
have left them almost entirely untouched. Nature may 
certainly be “red in tooth and claw”; the storm, the 
avalanche, the greedy ocean, the resistless powers of 
nature, may be not always beneficent, but they offer us 
fine backgrounds for pity and terror, and we do not 
deny their beauty. With mankind it is otherwise. 

Nearly all of man’s activities are cruel or inept. Man 
frequently rises to nobility, but the daily round of living 
is for most people small, foolish, and unsatisfactory. 
(This is not pessimism, but the common confession of 
the race. It does not preclude optimism, or perfecti- 
bilian hopefulness.) Thus the artist, be he painter, poet, 
or novelist, when he would portray mankind, is obliged 
to refine, as we say, or purify away the gross particles, 
much as the miner removes dirt and quartz from the 
gold. Then — continuing the figure —this gold is 
moulded into various forms of beauty. Hence we have, 
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IXTRODUCTIOy 41 

death; which he answers with mysterious and ambigu¬ 
ous words of hope. 

Thus the continuity of Part II may be concelv^ed. It 
is Change and Fate. The Change had already urged it¬ 
self into the story of Part I; now it expands ominouslv 
into Fate. At first he tells us that, taught bv the very 
ardor and anguish of his heart, his verse will show the 
little cloud of song growing to the overcast darkness and 

abundant rain’ of tears. Then he reviews, as in a 

glass darkly (“the soul’s sphere'’), the beauty and the 

sorrow of his life, shadowed in sleepless dreams, and 

asks whether the vision forebode a bri^^ht dawn or black 

death (LXII); and after calling back memories of old 

joy and peace and strength, he repeats the question 

(LX\ III). Xow' follows a series of general comments on 

life and its varied aspects, a premonitory undertone 

audible throughout, and at length the sequence closes 

with prolonged chords of the deep troubled music of 

doubt and remorse, death and despair — above which 

rises, faintly at first, then plainly but not loud, the thin 
note of hope. 

If in this attempt to find coherence in apparent dis¬ 
union I have simplified and subtilized overmuch, the 
fault may be forgiven. There can be no doubt, at any 
rate, that with proper allowance for rhythmic alterna- 
non of feeling and idea, the tone of Pan II is as genu¬ 
inely unified as one could expect in a sonnet-sequence — 
as much as one finds in Petrarch or Shakespeare or Mrs. 

Browning. Can a similar coherence be discovered in 
Part I? 

The sequence of stanzas in Part I is rather more com- 

T biographical problems than in Part II. 

In the latter we need remember only that painful story 
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The “theme** is announced in no. I: Love is lord of 
the House of Life. The second sonnet presents at once 
the earthly love and its spiritual counterpart, the love 
of “our bodiless souls.’* The third is again mystical: 
Love is a sacrament, Love is Christ the Saviour. The 
fourth introduces the note of foreboding. The fifth 
again is mystical: body and soul are one. Then come 
three stanzas celebrating mainly physical love — lead¬ 
ing to the union of both physical and spiritual again in 
no. IX. These are all in a sense impersonal. The next is 
occasional : The Portrait.** The following stanzas 
ring the many changes on the dual theme of Passion 
and Worship, wdth an occasional interruption, such as 
Genius in Beauty** (X\HI), and the recurrent fore¬ 
boding (XXV), which becomes more distinct. Whth 
XXX\T and XXXVII we find for the first time the 
new theme of inconstancy or the Two Loves.^ The 
former refers to his dead wife and must have been writ¬ 
ten after the exhumation of the MS.; the latter is a kind 
of apologia for loving another. The note of despondency 
and conflict now deepens; the new lov*e is an unhappy 
one of partial fulfilment and separation. Death and 
Hopelessness appear more frequently. But Part I ends, 

appropriately, with a glorification of True Woman and a 
tribute to Lov’^e and Poetrj\ 

It would be profitless, if not impossible, to sort and 
catalogue in detail the various aspects and occasions of 
the separate love-sonnets. It will be enough to repeat 
that love is presented in many forms, ranging from the 
completely physical to the purely spiritual; and that the 
ove is, from the strictly biographical point of view, not 




/ 




A 

I 



r 

h 


V 


A 




^ trust it is clear that the first thirty-h 
a single beloved woman. 


ve sonnets do not celebrate 




' -i . 









INTRODUCTION 


47 

nets which are not strictly personal, and not one through 
which his individual feelings and views do not tran¬ 
spire/' ' On the other hand, it is a fact that, when he 
was preparing to print the i88i volume, Rossetti dis¬ 
cussed with himself and with others the inclusion or 
omission of a note explicitly disavowing that the sonnets 
of “The House of Life” were the record of “moments” 
from his personal experience, insisting rather that the 
“Life” was generalized or representative of ideal experi¬ 
ence.^ Here the brother is certainly nearer the truth 
than the poet, though it is easy to understand what the 
poet meant. He meant first, to protect himself from the 
prying curiosity of strangers, and second, to declare 
that, whatever might have been the original impetus to 
composition, the resulting sonnet w^as not a personal 
record. There is no difficulty, however, in reconciling 
the two statements. Apparently contradictory, they • 
are really complementary — a single statement ex- I 
pressed from opposite points of view. 

Though there is, as I have said, no biographical im- 

- * Prefator}’’ Note to “The House of Life,” Siddal Edition, London, 

1901, p. 9. 

^ Through the kindness of Mr. Page, and with the permission of 
Mr. S. C. Cockerell, I give Rossetti’s own words. From Note Book 
IV, in the Fitzwilliam Museum, Cambridge: “These poems are in no 
sense ‘occasional.’ The ‘Life’ recorded \alt. involved] is neither my 
life nor your life, but life purely and simply \ait. representative] as 
tripled with Love & Death.” From the Fitzwilliam “House of Life” 
(1881): “To speak in the first person is often to speak most vividly; 
but these emotional poems are in no sense ‘ occasional.’ The ‘ Life’ in¬ 
volved is life representative, as associated with love and death, with 
aspiration and foreboding, or with ideal art and beauty. Whether the 
recorded moment exist in the region of fact or of thought is a question 
indifferent to the Muse, so long only as her touch can quicken it.” 
In Rossetti’s letters to Watts-Dunton, 8 May and 20 .August, 1881, he 
discussed the question of inserting in the printed edition a note of 
“disavowal of personality in the sonnets.” 
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and friendly devotion, of unlocking private cupboards 
and closets with heaven knows what not of macerating 
secrets half hidden in dark corners. Yet legend often 
idealizes downward as well as upward; and when the 
last veil has been twitched oflF, we can be bold to confess 
that a Dante Rossetti stands revealed different, but not 
less noble, than the gilded traditions of the unknowing 
and the doubtful intimations of the faithful. 

'‘The House of Life” contains nearly all of the emo¬ 
tional history of the poet, from the high Pre-Raphaelite 
hopes of youth to the fatal tragic despair in which his 
life closed. Yet all the way the paths are carefully ob¬ 
scured, the guide-posts removed, and the course of the 
investigator made hard. Rossetti was not revealing 
himself in the sonnets, but was a “racked and tortured 
medium” suffering the ineluctable torment of passions 
that demanded release in language. Since the chances 
of error are thus numerous and increase in a geometric 
proportion as one pushes on, he must be unusually bold 
who would court the inevitable blunder of a thorough¬ 
going biographical annotation of the sonnets. The 
present investigator, for one, is content to find glimpses 
here and there, and, relating what he knows, to trv to 
avoid the temptation to hint more than is actually 

known. In lieu then of the complete story I offer a bare 
sketch. 

Early in 1850 Rossetti, then nearly twenty-two, hav¬ 
ing had “no juvenile amours, liaisons, or flirtations,’ 
fell in love (“most deeply and profusely” 0 with a 
rather handsome young woman, not too well educated 


‘ WiUiam Michaers words, L. and M., i, 171, 177. The fulle 

^count of Mrs. Rossetti is that by William Michael \l\he Burlingu 
Magazine 1 (1903), 273 ff. ^ 
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two high-strung sensitive natures, and this ominous situ¬ 
ation becomes one of torment and anguish; which did 
not, however, prevent the poet from “getting awfully 
fat and torpid” — as he wrote to Madox Brown.^ On 
February ii, 1862, after less than two years of marriage, 
Mrs. Rossetti died of an overdose of laudanum (which 
she had been taking regularly for acute neuralgia). The 
circumstances invite and at the same time repel conjec¬ 
ture.’ To the husband their very uncertainty made 
them the more terrible. Thereafter Rossetti lived for a 
time w 4 th his mother, and then moved to the house in 
Cheyne Walk which remained his home until a few 
months before his own death. Of his life of semi-seclu¬ 
sion in this strange house many intimate details are 
known, others left to friendly or unfriendly surmise. 
During the next few years he painted some of his finest 
pictures, ^hc Bclotedy Liliihy tTitiS 

Fenicordia, The Blue Bower, Sibylla Palmifera, and Mrs. 

^Ih^tn Alorris, along with many others — but wrote 
very little. It was apparently at this time that he first 
turned freely, though not indiscriminately, to the 
snare of Lady Lilith, and the distinction between 
model and mistress becomes hard to draw. Even here, 
however, the peculiar temperament of Rossetti must be 
reckoned with: When he lov^ed a woman, it was be¬ 
cause he must, not because he would,” Watts-Dunton 
tells us, and we are bound to give him credence.* 


’ December 2, 1861; in L. and A/., i, 212. 

’ For example Swinburne, who had to testify at the inquest 

' “Happily there was no diffil 

1,^ ^*1““® deranged her mind, so that the 

^ Personal R,colUc. 

tons,bj his cousin, Mrs. Disney Leith, New York, 1917, p. no 

be desc;ib;d 4 a m^ who 
submitted to current views of morality. He loved swiftly and almit 
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ating in the terrible illness related with much sympathy 
and vividness by Sir Hall Caine. I need not repeat the 
details here. 

It is not difficult, surely, to understand in some mea¬ 
sure the mind which is reflected in “The House of Life” 
— all that brooding over death, that horror of despair, 
that conflict of two great loves followed bv manv lesser 
ones (desperate escapes), that unforgiveness of self for 
what seemed like his wife s suicide. ** A too active and 
unappeased imagination”; chloral; alcohol; phvsical 
illness; haunted memories; maniacal delusions; tortures 
of a sensitive conscience doubled hv doubt and trebled 
by remorse well may The House of Life ” appear to 
be dark with mystery and unwholesome with spectres. 
Such is Rossetti’s life, and such must be its record; and 

saved to art by beauty of language. With¬ 
out the dual outlet of poetry and paintintt the man 
would have gone quite mad. What wonder If shadows 
hang over the house of his life? 


Mil. CONXLUSION 

For no poems so much as the sonnets of “The House of 
Life have we to thank the Italian stock. . . . For in these 
sonnets deep themes of life and love, of death and ultimate 
hope, are set to a music new to our British ears, and ha\'e been 
thought out in a channel differing widelv from the channels 
usually cut by our poets for such themes: the love-sonnets 
have a burning reality hardly ever attained as here without 
any shade of licentiousness; behind the hiudiest rhapsodv 
point ot love may be discerned alwavs the shadow of earnest 
hte; and something of the sad shadow of anticipated death is 
fch through the very strength and depth of the life-shadow. 
. o recklessness of love-utterance is here to mar the ^-reatness 
of the work and no flaw of work to mar the greatness of the 
heme, the heart is right, and the head is right, and the hand 
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strikes the important and fundamental note. Even more 
than is usually true of any artist, Rossetti’s genius is 
peculiar. This “specialness” is owing to many causes: 
his dual birthright as Italian and Englishman, his dual 
activity as painter and poet, his temperamental sym¬ 
pathy with the Middle Ages, his unfamiliar and rich 
amalgam of fleshly and spiritual, his more or less con¬ 
scious devotion to “ the latest and most notable develop¬ 
ment of English art” (as Watts-Dunton wrote in 1883), 
“ the rendering of absolutely poetic motives by realistic 
methods, and perhaps among them his extraordinary 
experiences of passion and remorse, to be translated into 
painted and printed beauty. The man, it is customary 
to say, was greater than his work. It may' be^ though it 
is a question just what this means. If it means that his 
conception of art was too limited to allow him full ex¬ 
pression of all he thought and felt, his warm vitality', 
his broad rough humor and vigorous Gusto of liv'ing, his 
impressive and magnetic” personality (a roy'al being, 
his triends alwap regarded him, “irresistible in his 
fascination ) if it means this, it may' be partly' true. 
But we of a later day know him only as artist, and if our 
minds are “in general sympathy” with his, we bend be¬ 
fore his greatness and graciously yield him his faults. 

Yet such a general sympathy is difficult to bring to 
his work, or, ha^'ing once brought, to maintain. For 
which of us possesses naturally his intense love of diffi¬ 
cult wrought beauty', of “incisive concentration” (his 
own words), of that severe and steady straining toward 
the exaltation of art? WTio of us cares to be, with him, 

of those that haunt 
The vale of magical dark mysteries, 
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I should not have wound up the series with it.” Yet in 
the next sentence: “But the fact is, what is peculiar 
chiefly in the series is, that scarcely one is worse than any 
other. You have too great a habit of speaking of a spe¬ 
cial octave, sestette, or line. Conception, my boy, fun¬ 
damental BRAiNwoRK, that is what makes the differ¬ 
ence in art. Work your metal as much as you like, but 
first take care that it is gold and worth working.” 

No poet is a good critic of himself. Perhaps Rossetti^s 
greatest fault is that he works his metal too much, and is 
too easily satisfied that the metal is gold. “ If he suffers 
for anything,” says Mr. Elton, “it is his economy, as 
most writers do for their superfluity. Rossetti’s formid¬ 
able will puts everything ten times through the alembic. 
Nothing is easy for him, and he cannot make us think it 
has been easy.” Of the two qualities he demanded in a 
sonnet, brains and music, most unenthusiastic critics 
will find the former lacking. The fundamental brain- 
work of conception is applied too often with strenuous 
energ)' to a subject we cannot admit as quite justifying 
the effort. The brainwork of persistent artistry over- 
towers that of original intelligence. His thought is all 
ee ing this is his mysticism.” His gift is music, not 
brains. And in his deliberate conscious devotion to what 
he conceives to be his gift — if we are to accept quite 
unreservedly what may have been only a casual re- 

*^>^8 to the extreme of laborious pretense 
and mere idiosyncrasy. Seldom indeed is he insincere, 
tor his devotion is real enough, and almost the weakest 
o his sonnets is hallowed, for art, by his intensity. If, 
as has been said, he unconsciously substitutes tenseness 
tor intensity, the/aa;c bon for the wraie verite, we must 
admit that this is not an altogether damning fault, and 
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[T/fe Sonnet] 


A SONNET is a moment’s monument^ — 
Memorial from the Soul’s eternity 
To one dead deathless hour. Look that it be. 
Whether for lustral rite or dire portent. 

Of its own arduous fulness reverent: 

Carve it in ivory or in ebony, 

As Day or Night may rule; and let Time see 
Its flowering crest impearled and orient. 


A Sonnet is a coin: its face reveals 

The soul,— its converse, to what Power’t is due: — 
Whether for tribute to the august appeals 
Of Life, or dower in Love s high retinue, 

It serve; or, mid the dark wharf’s cavernous breath. 
In Charon’s palm it pay the toll to Death. 


Date: 1880 (Hall Caine, Recollections^ p. 121). 

This sonnet was sent by the poet to his mother as a 
irthday gift, April 27, 1880, with a design (later en¬ 
graved as frontispiece to Sharp); see Rossetti’s explana¬ 
tion of the design, L. and M., ii, 358. 

“In this introductory sonnet the Poet indicates his 
conception of the quality and function of the Sonnet as 

a form of poetic invention and composition” (R D fV 

p. 184.) ■ ■ ■’ 

Yes and no. The sonnet is much quoted and praised 
ut what IS overlooked generally is that it forms the in¬ 
troduction to the sequence. As a description or char- 
actenzation of sonnets as distinguished from other short 
poems It leaves something to be desired. For, except for 
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nets. And Love, Life, and Death are the Trinity that 
rules the house of life. Further, 

he must elaborate his sonnet in the spirit of a carver of exquisite 
nicety—-a carver who works in ivory or in ebony, according 
as his subject comes of light or of darkness, of day or of night 
.^nd, as the carving might be studded with orient pearl for 
crest, so must the sonnet flower with the uttermost refinement 
of art, for Time to scrutinize and approve [R. D. JV., p. 1 84), 

The comparison developed in the sestet is typical — 

rather remote and recherche at first sight, but worked 

out with such special emphasis of detail as to justify its 
use. ^ ^ 

The two judgments following are worth consideration. 
The first is by Sir Hall Caine; 


It IS throughout beautiful and in two of its lines (those de 
pictmg the dark wharf and the black Styx) truly magnificent' 
It appears most to be valued, however, as affording a clur/o 
the attitude of mind adopted towards this form of verse by the 
greatest master of it m modern poetry {Recollections, p. 

r-: S', 

remS Ehcre Md™” Rossetti'h" 

“ than the concise .'If''" 

a chsnge .bieb is opriS S“'J‘S'S'’£ 
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better. It is curious that so caretul a sonnet-writer, and one 
who was so well able to criticise obscurity in the style of an¬ 
other,* could conclude the octave ot a sonnet meant to convey 
an instructional idea with such rhetorical and absolutely 
meaningless lines as — 

; and let Time see 

Its flowering crest impearled and orient,” 

The sestet is almost as obscurely rhetorical as the octave. To 
apply his own words to himself—“we have to regret that 
even complete obscurity is a not uncommon blemish, while 
imperfect expression seems too oiten to be attributable to a 
nedect of means, and this despite the tact that a sense of style 
is certainly one of the first impressions derived from (his) 
writinETS. But we fear that a too great and probably organic 
abstraction of mind interferes continually with the projection 
of his thoughts;” an application that, with slight modifica¬ 
tion, is by no means exaggerated (pp. 4I4 t.). 

• The February* i, 1S71. 
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VIII (vii, 1870) 

Love's Lovers 

Some ladies love the jewels in Loves zone. 

And gold-tipped darts he hath for painless play 
In idle scornful hours he flings away; 

And some that listen to his lute’s soft tone 
Do love to vaunt the silver praise their own; 

Some prize his blindfold sight; and there be they 
Who kissed his wings which brought him yesterday 
And thank his wings to-day that he is flown. 

My lady only loves the heart of Love: 

Therefore Love’s heart, my lady, hath for thee 
His bower of unimagined flower and tree: 

There kneels he now, and all-anhungered of 
Thine eyes gray-lit in shadowing hair above. 

Seals with thy mouth his immortality. 

Date: ?i853-62 (Tisdel). 

“A contrast between the frivolous or self-seeking 
views of love taken by various women, and the senti¬ 
ment of love entertained by the Beloved Lady of the 
Poet” (/?. D. W,^ p. 189). 

Some women care only for the superficial pleasures of love 
— its opportunities for display, its flirtations, its interesting 
surprises, its very transcience and inconstancy, — but my 
Lady cares only for Love’s true heart. And therefore Love 
opens for her his beautiful bower . . . and is himself there im¬ 
mortalized by her! 

The sonnet is much too labored and artificial. This 
and IX Buchanan regarded as “meaningless, but in the 
best manner of Carew and Donne” (p. 6o). 
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LXXXIII (xxxrv, 1870) 


barren Spring 

Once more the changed year’s turning wheel returns: 
And as a girl sails balanced in the wind, 

And now before and now again behind 
Stoops as it swoops, with cheek that laughs and burns,— 
So Spring comes merry towards me here, but earns 
^o answering smile from me, whose life is twin d 
With the dead boughs that winter still must bind, 
And whom to-dav the Spring no more concerns. 


Behold, this crocus is a withering flame; 

This snowdrop, snow; this apple-blossom s part 
To breed the fruit that breeds the serpent’s art. 
Nay, for these Spring-flowers, turn thy face from them, 

Nor stay till on the year’s last lily-stem 

The white cup shrivels round the golden heart. 


Date: ?i869; ? 1 868-70 (Tisdel). t-vv 

Marked in one of the MSS to come after LXX. 

Spring comes, but it is not for me; mne are stiU the 

deadly fruit (of Eden). \Miy should I wait till the 
last lily fades and dies? 

The simile of the first quatrain is 
its climactic •' stoops as it swoops. On the Mhe 
korsri “wlfherine flame” is a good— and easy 
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Iq6 the house of life 

banal and below Rossetti’s lower standard. One might 
sayi Rossetti writing in Wordsworths earlier manner. 
Those who enjoy this kind of simplicity are welcome to 
their pleasure 5 but for genuine simplicity and energy to¬ 
gether, see LXXX\a. The sevenfold play on the word 
“fare,” the “brow of Time,” the Latinism “W'hat 
while,” the “fragrant youth,” the “bliss of being sad, 
are sufficiently damning. The conclusion is somewhat 

better. 


LXXXV (xxxix, 1870) 


Vain Virtues 


What is the sorriest thing that enters Hell? 

None of the sins, — but this and that fair deed 
WTiich a soul’s sin at length could supersede. 

These yet are virgins, whom death’s timely knell 
Might once have sainted; whom the fiends compel 
Together now, in snake-bound shuddering sheaves 
Of anguish, while the pit’s poUution leaves 
Their refuse maidenhood abominable. 

Night sucks them down, the tribute of the pit, 
W'hose names, half entered in the book of Li e. 
Were God’s desire at noon. And as their hair 
And eyes sink last, the Torturer deigns no whit 
To gaze, but, yearning, w’aits his destine wi e. 
The Sin still blithe on earth that sent them there 


Date: March 1869 {Rossetti Papm p. 386). 

This is a powerful expression of the hombleness of 
forfeUrf. of failu« to nteasore up to ones 
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early promise, of one’s own negativing of one’s own vir¬ 
tues. It was still more powerful, though not more 
poetic, in the 1870 version, where “scorching bride¬ 
groom” stood for “pit’s pollution ” (1. 7), “garbage” for 
“tribute” (1. 9), and “worthier” for “destined” (1. 13). 
Than this and LXXXVI there are, says William Sharp, 

“no more terrible and impressive sonnets in our lan¬ 
guage.” * 

The drift of this sonnet is no doubt clear enough. But it 
may be worth while to call attention to its double character — 
(1) as an ethical meditation, and (a) as an apologue, or spirit¬ 
ual impersonation. — (i) The ethical meditation is to the 
effect that the damnation or eternal condemnation of sin is 
not so dreadful a thing to reflect upon as the fact that a soul, 
sinful at last, may have been virtuous at first, and thus, when 
the soul is finally condemned, its virtues may be regarded as 
damned along with its sins. — (2) The apologue can be pre¬ 
sented thus. ^ A virtuous deed, the offspring of a human Soul, 
is a fair Virgin, who, were the Soul then to pass out of earthly 
life, would become a saint in heaven. But the Soul afterwards 
commits a mortal sin — links itself to Sin. The destiny of the 
Sin is that, when the Soul dies, she shall become the bride of 
the Devil: but, even while the Sin is “still blithe on earth,” 
the fair Virgin, the virtuous deed, has her prospective saint¬ 
hood forfeited, and is sucked down helpless into the nit of 
doom {R. D. fF., p. 246). 

Touches of Blake are visible in the apologue. 

* In lines 7-8 (of the 1870 version) Rossetti "pursues the meta- 
phor to the very pit of beastliness,” says Buchanan (p. 62). 
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LXXXVI (XL, 1870) 


Last Days 

The lost days of my life until to-day, 

What were they, could I see them on the street 
Lie as they fell? Would they be ears of wheat 
Sown once for food but trodden into clay? 

Or golden coins squandered and still to pay? 

Or drops of blood dabbling the guilty feet? 

Or such spilt water as in dreams must cheat 
The undying throats of Hell, athirst alway? 

I do not see them here; but after death 
God knows I know the faces I shall see, 

Each one a murdered self, with low last breath. 

“I am thyself, — what hast thou done to me. 
“And I — and I — thyself,” (lo! each one saith,) 
“And thou thyself to all eternity! 


Date: ?i858 (f?. i<5 like 

“To lose one’s days, to squander ones time, 1 

committing suicide in instalments. ^ 

part of oneself- a self- a murdered self (/?• W., 

Thi^s a piece of splendid stark simplicity. Buxton 
Forman (pp. 211-212) cites it as a sample o 

the poet’s great power £rin*diought 

throwing them into ^IniLts itself in sound and 

colour - not •'where ntus;^:, ^ and Wing 

one,” but where music and language ana coi 

arc so blended as to seem one. 
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The date is significant; the difference between Ros¬ 
setti’s earlier manner and later mannerism is apparent 
in his revision of the eighth line, which read (surely much 
better) in 1870: 

The throats of men in Hell who thirst alway. 
Rossetti to Hall Caine in 1880: 

Pardon an egotistic sentence (in answer to what you say so 
generously of Lost Days)^ if I express an opinion that Knov:n 
in Vain [lxv] and Stillborn Love [lv] may perhaps be said to 
head the series in value, though Lost Days might be equally 
a fav^orite with me if I did not remember in what but too op¬ 
portune juncture it was wrung out of me. ^ 

Lxxxvn (xLi, 1870) 

^eatlis Songsters 

When first that horse^ within whose populous womb 
The birth was death, o’ershadowed Troy with fate, 
Her elders, dubious of its Grecian freight, 

Brought Helen there to sing the songs of home; 

She whispered, “Friends, I am alone; come, come!” 
Then, crouched within, Ulysses w^axed afraid. 

And on his comrades’ quivering mouths he laid 
His hands, and held them till the voice was dumb. 

The same was he who, lashed to his own mast, 

There where the sea-flowers screen the charnel-caves, 
Beside the sirens’ singing island pass’d. 

Till sweetness failed along the inveterate waves . . , 
Say, soul, are songs of Death no heaven to thee, 

Nor shames her lip the cheek of Victory? 

Recollections^ p. 2^7. Cf. Rossetti’s similar statement concerning 
Liii. Cr. also Rossetti’s estimate of ci. 
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Date: 1868-69; ?i868-70 (Tisdel). 

The application of this sonnet is not entirely clear to me. 
It will be observed that, except for its last two lines, the sonnet 
consists entirely of a reference to two acts of heroic self- 
discipline recorded of Ulysses. Then in the last two lines comes 
rhp. anplication. This application, as I apprehend it, is an 
of the Poet to his own moral conscience, and relates to 
the question of a noble or degrading tone in the poetr)" which 
he affects, as writer or reader. Will he, like Ulysses, disregard 
and disdain the blandishment of the song of the Sirens, and of 
the wiles of Helen? (R- D, /F., pp. 247-248). 

I understand the sonnet rather differently. The songs 
of home that Helen sings ( 1 . 4) are the songs of Death 
(1. 13), and when Helen whispers “Come,” it was as 
DeaA whispering to the Poet. But Ulysses, the wise 
and strong-willed, prevents the answer. It was this 
same Ulysses who resisted the enticing songs of the 
Sirens—songs that meant spiritual death to Ulysses. 
. . . O mv soul, are songs of death no temptation to thee? 
art thou not ashamed of resisting? * The whole sonnet 
then is an echo of Rossetti’s contemplation of suicide in 
1868-^9. Cf. XLI and the Notes thereto. 

In line i ‘‘that” is, of course, the Latin Ule. “Her 
( 1 . 3) refers to Helen. “Inveterate waves” ( 1 . 12) are, 
according to \V. M. R., “ the waves whose clang mingled 
w’ith the voice of the Sirens, and finally overpowered it , 
perhaps— but “obstinate” (“resisting”) is simpler and 
quite sufficient. Ulysses had gone by, and the waves 

could resist the song! 

I In these last lines there is an ob\dous reminiscence of I Cor. xv, 
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drowned,” says Burton, ‘‘the inhabitants of Sestos con¬ 
secrated Hero’s lantern to Anteros, AnteroH sacrum^ and 
he that had good success in his love should light the 
candle; but never any man was found to light it; which 
I can refer to nought, but the inconstancy and lightness 
of women.” Apparently Rossetti took his hint for the 
sonnet from this; but his footnote seems to have been 
written from memory. 

W. M. R. objects that “Augurs, as being a Latin and 
not a Grecian appellation, is not quite correct here” 
{R. D. W., p. 249 n.). “Anteros” (the brother of Eros 
and his opposite) is properly accented in line 4; in line 9 
it is necessary to adopt the Greek accent: ’Avrepus. The 
“ life twice ebb’d ” ( 1 . 6) is Hero’s and Leander’s. The 
“brother” of line 14 is apparently not W. M. R.! 
“Theirs or thine” ( 1 . 13) is in apposition with “love” 

(1- h)- 

“Rossetti intended to paint a picture of Hero with 
her lamp: it remained unexecuted. This sonnet may 
probably have been written as an adjunct to the pic¬ 
ture” (R. D. W ., p. 249 n.). 


LXXXIX 

The Trees of the Qarden 

YE who have passed Death s haggard hills; and ye 
Whom trees that knew your sires shall cease to know 

And still stand silent: — is it all a show, 

A wisp that laughs upon the wall? decree 

Of some inexorable supremacy 

Which ever, as man strains his blind surmise 
From depth to ominous depth, looks past his eyes. 
Sphinx-faced with unabashM augury? 
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Nay, rather question the Earth’s self. Invoke 

The storm-felled forest-trees moss-grown to-day 

Whose roots are hillocks where the children play; 

Or ask the silver sapling ’neath what yoke 

Those stars, his spray-crown’s clustering gems, shall 
wage 

Their journey still when his boughs shrink with age. 

Date: Perhaps ca. 1875 (Page). 

Do the dead know? or the living? As well ask the 
Earth. 


Ye who have passed behind the haggard hills of Death, and 
ye whom the trees (who once knew your fathers) shall soon 
cease to know (and yet stand silent) — is life a show, a flicker 
on the wall,* a thing decreed by some inexorable, inscrutable 
power? Nay, question the Earth rather than mankind, dead 
or living. Ask the forest trees storm-felled and now no more 
than moss-grown hillocks; or ask the birch sapling what power 
will guide, when his boughs are old and withered, the stars 
that gleam like a cluster of gems in his crown of leaves. 


It will be noticed that trees appear three times in the 

sonnet, but the trees of the Garden are not evident_ 

although the silver sapling and the trees that knew your 
sires are probably meant; trees perhaps in the Cheyne 
Walk garden. On “unabashed augury’’ (1. 8) W. M. R. 

says: “A good deal of meaning seems condensed into 
the single epithet ‘unabashed.’ It indicates (i) that no 
response is vouchsafed, and (2) that the ‘ sphinx-faced 
decree continues as portentously calm and inscrutable 
as If no question had been asked and left unanswered’’ 

(K. D. AF., p. 2^0 n.). 
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XC (XLII, 1870) 

“ ^K^tro me, Sathana!^^ 

Get thee behind me. Even as, heavy-curled, 

Stooping against the wind, a charioteer 
Is snatched from out his chariot by the hair. 

So shall Time be; and as the void car, hurled 
Abroad by reinless steeds, even so the world: 

Yea, even as chariot-dust upon the air, 

It shall be sought and not found anywhere. 

Get thee behind me, Satan. Oft unfurled. 

Thy perilous wings can beat and break like lath 
Much mightiness of men to win thee praise. 

Leave these weak feet to tread in narrow ways. 
Thou still, upon the broad vine-sheltered path, 

Mayst wait the turning of the phials of wrath 
For certain years, for certain months and days. 

Date: 1847 {L. and Af., i, 107-108). 

Time and the world shall cease; so shall Satan go his 

way to destruction. 

This is one of the earliest-written sonnets in the se¬ 
quence. Its Miltonic inspiration is obvious, but not dis¬ 
turbing. The simile in the first quatrain, however, is 
rather startling. W, ^I. R* paraphrases: Even as a 
charioteer, with long heavy ringlets, snatched out of his 
chariot by the force of the blast upon his hair. But the 
sestet is admirable in its restrained contempt. One re¬ 
calls Meredith’s “On a start’d night.” 
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THE HOUSE OF LIFE 


W. M. R. says: 


This seems to me one of the most singular of the sonnets, 
both in thought and in some parts of its diction particu¬ 
larly the closel one of the most readily remembered, but hardly 
of the most satisfving. I do not know what train of thought or 
of feeling impelled my brother to write the sonnet, but should 
coniecture that it was composed at some moment of discon¬ 
tent with his own endeavours, whether as painter or as poet. 
According to this view, the “separate hopes which in a soul 
had wooed the one same Peace” would be his efforts, partly in 
the form of paintine and partly in that of poetry, at obtaining 
eminence (by which I do not mean worldly reputation so much 
as adequate self-development). This hoped-for eminence is 
now contemplated as unattainable, or at any rate unattained; 
and the efforts themselves “roam together through that soi^ 
its obscurer bye-ways and disused halting-places (K. JJ. ., 
pp. 251-252). 


This is certainly nearer the truth than Hearn s ex- 
nlanation. It might at first seem that the two separate 
Eopes were the two antagonistic loves of Rossetti s 
tragic experience; and this would suit the last lines well 
enough. But the date of the sonnet, 1854, precludes, I 

suppose, such an hj’pothesis. . /i \ 

W M R. queries whether “through ( 1 . 2) means 

“because of” (motive) or “throughout” (duration). 

Perhaps both meanings are to be felt. DeaA s decei 

is, of course, the deception that DeafJ has p ayed up^ 

“marriage sheet” ( 1 . 3) is the shroud, and the wedding 
bell ” ( 1 - 4) the death-knell. 

his work with the JW of ^ ^ 

and the theme" (p. 103)' 
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THE HOUSE OF LIFE 


XCII (xuv, 1870), XCIII 

Sun’s Shame 


Beholding youth and hope in mockery caught 
From life; and mocking pulses that remain 
When the soul’s death of bodily death is fain; 
Honour unknown, and honour known unsought; 

And penury’s sedulous self-torturing thought 
On gold, whose master therewith buys his bane; 

And longed-for woman longing all in vain 
For lonely man with love’s desire distraught; 

And wealth, and strength, and power, and pleasantness, 
Given unto bodies of whose souls men say. 

None poor and weak, slavish and foul, as they: 
Beholding these things, I behold no less 
The blushing morn and blushing eve confess 
The shame that loads the intolerable day. 


Date: ri868-70 (Tisdel). 

Beholdine youth and hope snatched away in mockeiy; and 
living itself a mockery when the soul is dead; an 
recognized whereas the honor that is recognized is 
and penurv’s devotion to money, which becomes a bane; and 
fove deshed but thwarted; > and wealth, strength, power. 


. W. M. R. takes this as a generalization: some 

without attaining it, others . . . etc. May not refer to 

* ■ « while he Drefers to be honored as a poci. m 

recognition as a painter w/uic nc 

two, (compararive) poverty and thwarted love, are obvi- 
ously autobiographic details. 




d. 1 






0! ! j ^ 




/Pa 

'VT-f 

A V) 




J 1 ,^ J 

Yi a.' 



1 ffifi) 

Pk 

ailyd 

f 

> '' i ‘ ' 

OililiPl;.©: 

% J 

? 

i (■■Y; 

AV3A 
■A-'A r 

AY pi 

\ ^ -1 

■> - 

A 


Of® (fii&i: 

A Y) 

* i 

010 

.S3ca 


((^'MAWsQM AM3 AAAW. 


'O) (C"'(C^ 

.ii'7 ''ir-O f 


iL. 


— ^"ll 


!Q'(|lQi(l5}!itr)i)jjQ\!l 

JcWiw'' iiiXJMdin. 








■IT Y: '2> 1 1 \ V A[?'■":■ f;':';'! I ii'"' 'i >'0 r'L'i; c'j O-v 

■ L ^ V- J ( "J - ''J 'J V'l-'J i- -- J nA!-. 


IC. 


Cl Cl 


(t))'(' KIiKili i©ffilSl©\r; ,lill€® (ijlil; 

\'i 




\Y\ 7 li. 

«.■ ^ w 


JlSilJofi 




"YJi}1YlJfl0) Yii/oiiriKjtjj 5r(^(;^Jc/(i\lC);Jl)ii:j1jx)( 

(.'- ''j \ - ■■} n ^ ■ 


1013(0) (01 
1 


A- 


.-■■;■■■')' 'll n --Tj 

A ■■' ■ ■■ ■ ■ 


A'O 

./"A? 


A 

.'Cap BmSWB PrAiP 

■'A/? in:)/c.j?.^i!::. 


“i o r:] 

(?:te:p (Q))t mmM,. 

^,J 


■\ 


,oi. 


jj)0W(s((A (yUPW0j\ WIltuA SiiorAp^ 


'Uf .Ujc(?;^ i (CiSiiBuSYA'Jli (A)i(0!.^) 


...... !!■.'■ 


^ ,\ L 


ibYisor wmaa 


fV 


-4 


W PllPSPPilBMjP 

IQ (IPO Klo 0 U100 Yf3tj k: 




P«)))!)(iuI(h 


D 
;>ri ^ 


. ■^ ^ - r 


L. ‘ii .JU 


<!' ‘ 


iifptuA 0. )rs(wniPi(0SA lAimPMiY’ij) 

V r_y 

,'nri 


[^. )/: l..l [{Pc ul 


A(0JisfkiQ))l':CW 

Ai 


./ fA)Q’l(0, 


Sioitioi 




^ Oi 
; 'i'J '■-. 


imY 

r Y ' 

.A- 


'“I) 


Off A 


itsCU P(A)(£.((. 


1 (O)JOl(0 SJl'pk 


1 


L 




^ APiiPm p§) aijoAikcasyjp 


A'UiHiOl Ii)))UAiIAKJiV/^ }IP(A)P 


L. 


[])))C(Q(AK!JU(g 







I I 


AV(0pjC clAYliPi) (WiljxiljPfpd 




e 


pi! Joi^gUrPlT’ 



'L0'! [ 0 [.—Apppp-- -- 


Y'AOOM A?$ IciiiiS W3j)jr’f(j[A PlrYljW PiijcSHilli 

^ J/‘ - - "■■ ■ ■■: - J-. .1 k_. ■;-'. 


0 P>) 






P1f(0(Sj{A ''Pk(fi)Y’ 


A'0tv£i(jiS(Jo\(0(g @)ol(c’ JiipHjair pMOlSp OPPS 


.i'u 


1...-, 




l' ”' V ^ < 

WA. 


3/ 


/p' 


iUolA'piiASPKpY ©If H 



VT 


I jp)(Qilf-'i!jg)n\(Q|g 




'i lillCCiWd) Jril(l’:S11?3i'''3'P fn) '-fij 




1 5] /^x-J 


WJoilb 

©\i[;i, M) 


/..lU .. 
i01fl\Q)\l)l 


00 a>/y: 


iUUlcA 



i) . A 


A __T1 


nnifp-^ 


Jriifui 

if ^^ ^ 1 • I" 


u AY 




©If SfeMjfiai© )ii fei?F(dls 


C.-1 


Apt5 5ciW)W;^, fplr 



P 3) 


A-.'] Cr Y - \ O f-l ‘1 r Ap :. ■; ■-- ■• 

30c4i.feo & .d(Q) //ii;,. 


i./ 


A 


od didiAP 




^Oiip.ljolg lid(o)\>yg(inj_ 'A/jlfd'jl 

pipPiL' 


A di33A.)Y [-p3dP'A ‘\j-30fclli) 

a Ike 5(ri. 

AA -®A M :■ 

(5^3 UJu^p \)P-Yijk!Li fAndiWIijl sSiT^lw .. 

■" ■■®’ ' ' ;■ \/.ya,[iA.'ppjg lOOirAy ©'rW 




AiAOmSi (0))^ ©(jjjonmiiil© ©©aisip 
ijs) pea'll )o'ol®W]ij' 


^ Uic) 


dKll'A flildt^ 


S 


?--- fl 

dliMpIPflallL 



AFgSU 

; _ pa® |p=(g©ia 

''"F ''2iV'Ycc;iL(e:ipiiit:(g cabsaiia cPsaidksMsai 
© 3 ^' L‘.jua(i.y lyoidliippAYfi Wii.i'ULil© 1 


y^■l < : ^ 


:o 


!Qi:PlQL 


% 


’'(Sirjil, 











































210 


THE HOUSE OF LIFE 


A simple simile, not quite of sonnet-size, character¬ 
istically elaborated. The idea gains dignity, however, 
from the title and from the implication in the closing 
lines: The world will end with age and shame, yet Spring 
will follow. 


XCIV 

^Michelangelo s Kiss 

Great Michelangelo, with age grown bleak 
And uttermost labours, having once o'ersaid 
All grievous memories on his long life shed, 

This worst regret to one true heart could speak: — 
That when, with sorrowing love and reverence meek, 
He stooped o’er sweet Colonna’s dying bed. 

His Muse and dominant Lady, spirit-wed, — 

Her hand he kissed, but not her brow or cheek. 

O Buonarruoti, — good at Art s fire-wheels 
To urge her chariot! — even thus the Soul, 
Touching at length some sorely-chastened goal. 
Earns oftenest but a little: her appeals 

SVere deep and mute, — lowly her claim. Let be: 
What holds for her Death’s garner? And for thee? 

Date: i88i {.R- D- ^ ■> P- ^7^)’ , 

A noble, well-sustained sonnet, written in 
sent to Christina (together with another called Tiber, 
Nile, and Thames”') with the sadly gay comment: 
“With me, sonnets mean insomnia. 


* Collected Works, i, 340* 
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The precise relation of the picture on the vase to the 
rest of the sonnet is still somewhat puzzling. The pic¬ 
ture represents the conventional ‘‘ race of life/" Here is 
one who has run a good race and won the crown; who 
has made the most of life, yet has not been turned aside 
by its sorrows or overcome by his own victory. I take it 
(without too much confidence) that we have this picture 
of true success contrasted with the other, of a life dis¬ 
turbed with blood, tears, burning vows, and buried love 
— and in the end empty and worthless. On the one 
hand an ideal life, and on the other a wasted life — and 
this (says the poet) is what comes of handling the vase 
of life too eagerly. 


XCVI 

Ufe the "^elcroed 

As thy friend’s face, with shadow of soul o’erspread, 
Somewhile unto thy sight perchance hath been 
Ghastly and strange, yet never so is seen 
In thought, but to all fortunate favour wed; 

As thv love’s death-bound features never dead 

¥ 

To memory’s glass return, but contravene 
Frail fugitive days, and alway keep, I ween. 

Than all new life a livelier lovelihead: 

So Life herself, thy spirit’s friend and love. 

Even still as Spring’s authentic harbinger 
Glows with fresh hours for hope to glorify; 
Though pale she lay when in the winter grove 
Her funeral flowers were snow-flakes shed on her 
And the red wings of frost-fire rent the sky. 
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Unto thine eyes the glass where that is seen 

\Miich had Life’s form and Love’s, but by my spell 
Is now a shaken shadow intolerable, 

Of ultimate things unuttered the frail screen. 

Mark me, how still I am! But should there dart 
One moment through thy soul the soft surprise 
Of that winged Peace which lulls the breath of sighs,— 
Then shalt thou see me smile, and turn apart 
Thy visage to mine ambush at thy heart 
Sleepless with cold commemorative eyes. 

Date: January, 1869 (Rossetti Papers, p. 3 ^^)- 

The subiect of this sonnet is “the Sense of Loss. ’ Chiefly, 
the sense o'f loss in the death of one supremely beloved is re¬ 
ferred to- but we should not wholly exclude from the purview 
the sense of loss in any lost opportunity, any duty 
erablv neglected, and the like (compare Sonnet 86 Lest 
Day<). In the present sonnet the Sense of Loss spoken of 

as'remaining comparatively dull and passive, 
dinarv conditions of life; but as reasserong itself with direful 
force at moments when the soul feels bellied into happ.ne^ 
or contentment. Then comes the reaction - the feeling of 
^^at “might have been” - the ache of unforgl^'lng memory 

(R. D. IP; P- 25 :)- 

What is meant by the Sense of Loss? Is it an equiva¬ 
lent of the title? Does “Superscription imply some¬ 
thing like a palimpsest - an appe^ance of peace 
written over the old text of failure and despair. 

The “anv duty irrecoverably neglected 

^ ' ' ► r,Kr!>c/»« scattered along the w'hole 

the many pregnant phrases scatter s Kj^^ranh- 

led notes and commentaries. It is adequately-glossed 

by Sit Hall Caine’s account of Rossetti’s temble ntght 
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2i8 the house of life 

“ Dead Sea.” His feet are fretted with the foam from the Sea 
of Death. A shell, cast up from this sea, is held to his ear by 
the embodied “No-more,” and it drones out to him the mur¬ 
murous dirge of one already sunk in the Sea of Death " the 

one loved and lost (i?. D. W ,, p. ^25? 

The second quatrain continues — 

Unto thine eyes I (thy dead and wasted life) hold the mirror 
which reveals the life and love that once were thine, but are 
now through thine own fault an intolerable shadow, shaken 
and broken, a mere screen between life and ultimate death 

and punishment. 

The sestet is remarkably dramatic and powerful — 

If thou art lulled, even for a moment, into the longed-for 
peace, I smile and uncover for thee the sleepless remorse in 

thv heart. 

The restrained intensity of this sonnet, specially the 
latter half, makes it more terrible and impressive, I 
think, than LXXXV (“Vain Virtues”). 


XCVIII (xLvn, 1870) 

He and I 

Whence came his feet into my field, and why? 
How is it that he sees it all so drear? 

How do I see his seeing, and how hear 
The name his bitter silence knows it by? 

This was the little fold of separate sky 

Whose pasturing clouds in the soul’s atmosphere 

Drew living light from one continual year: 

How should he find it lifeless? He, or I? 
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THE HOUSE OF LIFE 


To find no terrors in a face so mild, — 

If haply so my weary heart might be 
Unto the newborn milky eyes of thee, 

O Death, before resentment reconcil’d. 

How long, O Death? And shall thy feet depart 
Still a young child’s with mine, or wilt thou stand 
Fullgrown the helpful daughter of my heart, 

What time with thee indeed I reach the strand 
Of the pale wave which knows thee what thou art. 

And drink it in the hollow of thy hand? 

Date: 1868-69 (one of the two [XCIX, C] in Decem¬ 
ber, 1868; L. and M., i, 250, Rossetti Papers^ p. 339). 

The two sonnets called New Born Death have that flawless 
beauty which must outstand the stress of time, the perfect 
workmanship with the clear poetic vision of a truly great 
imaginative mind. The essential spirit of the ideal personal¬ 
ities mentioned is divined and embodied afresh with new love¬ 
liness, and we behold Death as a young child. Life its mother 
as a beautiful woman and the mother of Love that has passed 
away; of Song, whose hair “blew like a flame and blossomed 
like a wreath,^ and of Art, “whose eyes were worlds by God 
found fair,” and of these the poet asks Life — 

“And did these die that thou might'st bear me Death?”* 

W. M. R. explains the first sonnet: 

This is the utterance of a man who feels himself growing 
old, or for some other reason nearing the close of his career. 

brother was not in fact old w’hen he wrote the verses, the 
date of which is not later than 1869, when his age was forty- 
one. Death is figured as the child of Life. The child is as yet 
an infant — it is only incipient Death: Life sets it to dally 


* William Sharp, p. 430. 
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THE HOUSE OF LIFE 


the present sonnet the same image receives further develop¬ 
ment. Life and the speaker had of yore been the parents of 
Love, and Song, and Art: or (literally expressed) the speaker 
had in his prime been lover, poet, and painter. As his existence 
dwindles and decays, so those three children have dwindled 
and decayed. His Love and Song and Art are now contem¬ 
plated as dead; and the only offspring which remains from his 
union with Life is this “newborn Death” {R, D. pp. 250- 
260). 

wandered till the haunts of men were pass’d” — 
this and the following lines would refer primarily to 
Rossetti’s habitual seclusion, which became marked 
after his wife’s death, though not a fetish until after the 
Fleshly School of Poetry episode and after he became 
seriously addicted to chloral. W. M. R. goes even fur¬ 
ther. 

“Our kiss” [ 1 . 5] is certainly — according to the scheme of 
the imagery and of the diction — the kiss of the speaker 
and of (his allegorical bride) Life. But here — as in so many 
other cases in poetry — it is fair to understand a something 
implied, as well as a something defined: and one perceives the 
poet to be thinking more of some actual experience in love 
than of his symbolic union with Life {R, D. W p. 260 n.).* 

In other words, we have another allusion to the 
Innominata love. Neck-twined arms” (1. 13) will 
scarcely please all tastes. 


* This is a significant statement coming from the peat’s brother; 
for it gives some sort of official sanction to the biographic interpreta¬ 
tion of the sonnets — a sanction not, to be sure, needed, but never¬ 
theless welcome. 
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tion to these feelings?” He looks forward to final peace of 
soul — not annihilation; * but he queries whether this peace 
will be attained soon, or after long delay. Then comes (occu- 
ppng the residue of the sonnet) the image under which he 
fibres the possibility of an early attainment of peace. He 
imagines the Soul, in its new condition, stooping “ through Ae 
spray of some sweet life-fountain, and culling a flower in¬ 
scribed (as the Greek fancy assumed the hyacinth to be in¬ 
scribed) with some lettering, indicating what is to be the boon 
accorded to the Soul as its portion in eternity. What he longs 
to find inscribed upon the flower is the one Hopes one 
_that is, the name of the woman supremely beloved 

upon earth {R- D- ^•» PP- • , , , 

In line 5 there is possibly a hint of Purgatorial delay, 

as in the next line there is a hint of the immediate re- 

of Paradise, where flows the fountain of life* The 

“sculptured petals” ( 1 . 10) are again the “amulet” of 


line 8. 

• Other sonnets which bear upon this point are Nos. The Lov^ 
Moon; 43, Love and Hope; 4^ Cloud and Wnd; 5°. 
cf Stillborn Love; 63, Inclusiveness; 66, The Heart of the . ig , 
’ hkmorkl Thr^hilds; 85, Vain Wirtues; 86 , Uist Days; ^d 99. 
Newborn Death. In Nos. 37,50, 55 > “d 66, ^ expectation of imm<^- 
talirv is sufficientlv indicated; so also (though here the phrases t 
be more open to be regarded as jKjeUcal or «>*?^enUonal t^s) m 

6 i 8 t and 86 . No. 99 does not afford any clear intimation. Nos. 43, 

Gi ^-vriress uncertaintv— a mind in suspense. 

\Cf also W. M- R-s statement in L. and Af., i, • As to my 

brother's reported assertion T believe in a fuuire life, this was par- 
fiailv true at all periods of his career, and entirely true in his dosing 

rearl I" November, 1 879 ,1 fou“d 

supposed immortality to consist of. ] 


> Rossetti never accepted Roman Catholicism,or formalc^. 
But in the Cheyne Walk house 

and in the last illness spoke once (app nuasi-convcndonal and 

calling a priest. The imagety of the ^nnet is quasi-conventio 

need imply no Roman leanings anywhere. 





CHAN'GE AN'D fate 


Rossetti said to Hall Caine of this sonnet: “It is fully 
eq^uai to the very best of my sonnets, or I should not 
have wound up the series with it.” * It is perhaps dis¬ 
appointing to some — a testimony, at any rate, to Ros¬ 
setti’s natural paganism and a final emphasis on the fact 
that “The House of Life ” is the House of Love — that 
he asks in Paradise only to meet his Beioved. So, at 
least, if One follows W. M. R/s interpretation of “the 
one Hope's one name.” 

In rSyo “alien spell” (J. lo) read “written spell”; the 
emphasis of the later reading is apparent. The whole 
sonnet seems to say: “ When, at death, all becomes vain, 
both desire [the thwarted love:] and regret [for a life 

■-_j 

partly wasted, for one love injured and another unen¬ 
joyed], will it be possible to forget? Will Peace come 
slowly or at once? This is my only prayer; to find Love.” 
It comes to much the same thing, but I take the ‘‘one 
Hope s one name to be not the name of the woman 
supremely beloved upon earth,” but Love itself. This 
accords with the first sonnet, which places Love far 
above terrestrial Truth, Hope, Fame, Youth, and Life; 
and thus at the end, after the passionate winds of earth 
have fallen, he would seek in the still, golden air of Para¬ 
dise the ultimate mystical Love. But the vagueness of 
the phrasing is part of its beauty; and, finally, it is char¬ 
acteristic that the sequence should close with that un 
certainty of what is human and what divine — 

Thy soul I know not from tKv bodv, r,oT 
Thee from myself, neither our love from God, — 

an uncertainty both in Rossetti’s mind and in ours 
which marked both his life and his best poetry. 

^ Hall Caine, RceolWction}, p, 245. 
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APPENDIX 1 


ON THE DATING OF THE SONNETS 


From the artistic point of %-ieH- as n-d! as the bio¬ 
graphic some importance attaches to the comparative 
dates of composition of the sonnets. In the Notes 1 
have assigned definite or conjectural dates, where thev 
can be established by external evidence or reasonable 

deduction. A general view of the results will be pre 
sen ted here. ^ 


Of .-hole series of loj sonnets, ;4.can be dated bv 

v" iT- T ““ 

xawe. \\ . M. K. s dates on pp. of R. D JV fo- 

ex-ample, are sometimes not reliable. Professor Tisdel’i 
sim? T computations and deductions 

similar to mine in certain respects. In a few instances 1 
ed^enL°^'^^ ^ ^'ithout possessing his 



1S48-45 

i8sO 

iStJ. 

iSsK 

hfd 

i860 

1868 

?i868 

C ( Z , 1868 

1864^8 

1868'^^ 


no. xc. 

nos. i-xxi'-Lxxni 
nos. lxxiv-lxxat 
no. Lxix 
nos. Lxv, ixx 

nos. XV, Lxvii, xci 
no. 

no, Lxxxvi 
no. Lxin 
nos. XLIX-LII 

nos. Ma, XXXvii 
no. X 

nos. LXXVII, LXXVIU 

nos. Lxxxvn, xcix, c 
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1869 
? i 869 

Also by 1869 

1870 

Probably 1870 
Also bv 1870 

1871 
ri 87 i 

Also in 1871 

?i874 
Perhaps 1875 

1S79 

1880 

1881 


nos. xLvi, XLvin, lxxxiv, lxxxv, xcvii 
nos. XLVII, LV 

nos. 11, III, IV, VI, vin, xxv, xxxviii, xxxix, 

XLV, XCIJ, XCV 

no. ci 
no, XIV 

nos. VII, IX, XI, XVI, XXI, xxiii, xxxvi, 
LXXIX, LXXXIIy IXXXIII, xcnii 
nos. xii, XXII, XXXIV, xl, xu 

nos. XLUI, XLIV 

“some thirtv*’ 
nos. Lxn, txxxi 

nos. LXXXVIII, LXXXIX 

no. LXiv 

nos. XXIV, Lxi, and the introductory sonnet 

nos, LVT-L\TII, XCIV 


In the above Ust ^‘Also by 1869” represents those 
sonnets not already dated but appearing in the printed 
but unpublished Poems of 1869 (described in W. M. R.*s 
Bibliography^ pp. 16 f.). In a prefatory note to this coh 
lection Rossetti said: ‘'Most ot these poems were writ¬ 
ten between 1847 ^^53 * • * 'Sonnets and Songs" 

[i, for “The House of Life"*] are chiefly more recent 
work.*’ Similarly, in the above list, “Also by 1870** 
represents those sonnets not already dated but appear¬ 
ing in the Poems^ London, 1870. 

From this table it will be seen that 

37 sonnets were composed before 1871; plus 
11 undated which were printed in 1869; plus 
II undated which were printed in 1870 

59 

That is, 59 of the loj sonnets w^ere composed before 
1871; leaving 44 which were composed after 1870, Of 
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these 44,12 have been dated by evidence (?i874-i88i); 
and there remain then 32 to be accounted for. And 
these 32 would correspond pretty closely withW. M. R/s 
statement (L. and M., i, 293) that in the summer of 
1871 Rossetti wrote ‘‘some thirty fresh sonnets for ‘The 
House of Life.* ” Moreover, 7 have already been dated 
as of 1871 or PiSyi. The other 25 I have accordingly 
set down as ? 1871/ It is worth observing, further, that 
(including two dated 1864-68) 75 of the 103 sonnets 
were thus composed in the four years 1868-71. 

Of the 23 sonnets in the 1870 volume, but not printed 
in 1869, many might be supposed to be from the ex¬ 
humed manuscript and therefore written earlier than 
1862.* But II of these 23 are already dated, and seven 
of them with fair security after 1862 (nos. Via, LV, 

LXXVII, ixxyin, LXXXIV, CI; and also no. 

LXIX, which is dated 1850 by Mr. Page but 1869 by 
both W. M. R. and Sharp); that is, only four (nos. 
LXXI-LXXrV) of these ii (or 23) are dated as before 
1862 (all four in 1848—49). This leaves 12 undated son¬ 
nets which were printed in 1870 but not printed in 1869 

(nos. VII, IX, XI, XVI, XXI, XXIII, XXXVI, 
LXXIX, LXXXII, LXXXIII, LXXXVII, XCVIII) 

and two of these, perhaps three, are from internal evi¬ 
dence quite likely to have been written after 1862 (nos. 
VII, XXXVI, LXXXVII, see Notes ante) ; the remain- 

* These are nos. i, v, xm, xvn, xvm, xix, xx, xxvi, xxvn, xxvni , 
XXIX, XXX, XXXI, xxxn, xxxm, xxxv, xm, un, uv, ux, lx, lxh, 
Lxxx, ^xcui, xcvi. Cf. also Xisdel, op. ctf,, pp, 268-269 (lxxvi, 
Lxxvn). Mr. Page puts seven of these “probably before 1871,” viz., 
nos. 1, xm, XXX, xxxi, xxxv, xlu, uv. 

* W. M. R* in his Bibliography^ p. 18, implies that there were no 
sonnets in the 1870 volume taken from the exhumed manuscript. 
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ing nine or ten may well date before 1862/ but such 
reckoning is hardly “evidence/* ^ 

* Of these nos. xi, xn, xxi, were partly on other grounds, put by 
Tisdel before 1S62; cf. op. at,, p. 267, whe’-e nos. ii, iii, iv, vi, via, vii, 
'van, X, XI, x^^, XXI are conjectured to antedate 1862, “being either 
very sensuous or conventionally Dantesque, or both.” 

2 The 16 sonnets published in the Fortnightly in 1869 are listed 
above, p. 44, n. 2. The 31 sonnets (including these 16) which were in 
the printed but unpublished collection ot 1869 are nos. ii, iii, iv, 

VIII, XV,* XXV, xxx^-ii,* XXXVIII, XXXIX, xLv, xLn, XLni* xLvm* 
XLIX,* L,* U,* Lll* IXIU* LXV* LXYll* LXnil,* LXXXV* LXXX^I* 

xc* XQI* XCII, xcv, XCVII,* xcix,* c.* Those already dated arc 
indicated by asterisks. 
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PROSODY 


I. SoN'NET Structure 


Including “Nuptial Sleep” (Via) there are in all 103 
sonnets in the sequence. Two of these are unusual in 
structure — LI and LXXXII; I shall return to them in 
a moment. The rest follow the Petrarchan or Italian 
model with the conventional variations. II and Via are 
entirely regular; and VUI, X, XXXIII, XXXIV, and 
LX'\TII are almost so. The majority rime abba abba in 
the octave, but twenty-two (or more than one fifth) 
add a third rime: abba acca} Five (LXV, LXXIl, 
LXX\ I, XC, XCII) omit the normal pause at the end 
of the eighth line, and were printed by Rossetti without 
the usual space w*hich indicates this pause. As always 
with the Italian sonnet, there is considerable variation 
in the sestet. Rossetti’s favorite rime scheme seems to 
have been cdd cdd, for it occurs in forty (or nearlv two 
fifths) of the series. The artistic merit of this scheme is 
that it carries over into the sestet the same order of rime 
that appears in the octave; and this order may be ar- 

e -irer (3f tw o ways {cddc^ taking the first four 
together, or dccd^ taking the last four together), or 
otherwise varied. Next in order of trequency is the 
scheme cddc W'hich carries over the octave arrange¬ 
ment, but adds a couplet. There are fourteen examples 


* XIV, XV, XIX, XXVI, XXIX, XXXIII, XL, 

LXl, LXII, LXIV, LXVI, Lxvn, LXX, LXXXV, LXXXVH, 

In Its first draft Lxvii rimed ahha abba. 


XLI, XLVn, XLVIII, 

LXXXIX, xcin, xcv. 
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of this.^ And, including the unusual LI and LXXXII, 
there are sev'en further examples of the couplet ending, 
making ai (or about one fifth) in all. The other five 
(excluding LI and LXXXII) are the introductory 
sonnet, XXXIII, XXX^^, XXXVTI, LXXXVII, which 

rime cdcd ee> Similarly the octave scheme is preserved 
in the sestet of nine others riming cd cddc^ in six riming 
cc deedy^ in four riming c deed c/ and in three riming 
cddc dc} The remaining sestets rime as follows: eleven 
cde cde\^ nine cd cd cdd A table will show these data 
more clearly: 

cddccd 40 examples 

cddcee 14 examples 

cdecde 11 examples 

cdcddc 9 examples 

cdcdcd 9 examples 

cdcdee 7 examples * 

cddeed 6 examples 

cdecdc 4 examples 

cddcdc 3 examples. 

The peculiarities of LI have been noticed above (p. 
141). The scheme is abababab acacddy making four rimes 
in all instead of the usual five because the a rimes (some 
of them trisyllabic) of the octave are carried over into 

the sestet. 

LXXXII may be taken as abba abba cdcd aa if one re¬ 
gard the consonance red: head: shade: fade: as imper- 

* XXV, xx^nt, xx\aii, xxxi, xxxiu, xxxv, xini, xLvm, Lvni, ux, 

LXJ, LXXXIX, xciu, XCIV’, 

> I, V, XXIX, LVI, LX, LXVIl, LXX, hXXVUU LXXXV. 

» IV, XIX, XLIX, LH, LV, LXXIX. 

* LXXl, LXXII, LXXIV, LXX\m- 

5 XVI, LXIII, LXV. 

* U, X, XXXll, XLIX, LX\n, LXXV, LXXVI, LXXX, XCl, XCV, xcvu 

? Via, XL'VU, LXA’in, LXIX, LXXUI, LXXXIV, LXXXVI, XCIX, C. 

* Including u and lxxxu. 
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feet rime; or as abba acca dede aa^ if one reject the con¬ 
sonance; — a matter of taste* As in LI the a rime of the 
octave is carried over into the sestet. 

In XXVI also the rimes are carried ov^er, so that the 
whole sonnet rimes abba acca deed aa. 

In two sonnets (LXV^II, LXXV) Rossetti uses the 
same word to rime with itself.^ In XXVI a word is re¬ 
peated, from the octave, in the sestet rimes. 

IL Rimes 

Rossetti’s use of the weak ending in rime (be : eter- 
riity) is not nearly so excessive as is frequently supposed. 
Rejecting such examples as solem/7/C£^, counter/)/?;-/, and 
underjo;?^ (where the secondary prose accent is well 
marked), but including such rimes as monument: por¬ 
tent, I find between 140 and 150 in the whole 1442 
rimes of the 103 sonnets; that is to say, about one tenth 
of all the rimes are of this sort. It is often difficult to 
draw a distinct line between secondary accent and no 
accent; but between 25 and 30 sonnets (or more than 
one fourth) have no weak-ending rimes at all. 

A different matter is Rossetti’s characteristic wrench¬ 
ing of accent for metrical stress both in dissyllabic 
words and compounds and in polysyllabic words. Of 
the former kind the following examples are notable: 
alte?/?jy, fixtivheelsy likeavj^^ dooms/^^y, bye£v/?y, drysbody 
down//?//, noon-heighty hr\m-highy foot//?//, sunmif. Of 
the latter sort, still more characteristically Rossettian 
are such as inveteracy : me (XLIV), sanctuary (XXXI, 
LVni), absolute/y (XXXII), melancho/y (LXXXIV), 
auxiliary (XCVIII). Quite extreme are suitsert^Vc 

Cf. Letters to AUinghanty p. 45, where Rossetti speaks of this 
matter. ' 



APPENDIX II 


236 

(XnO, sunset//«f (LXHO, wayfar/»^ (XXI), com- 
^o^py (XXI\’), feathm (^IX), househol-*r 
(LXX\"I), fountain (Cl). And many others not only 
force the accent but the sound as well: 


farewell : foretell : desirable (i) 
well : audible : tel! : fell (xtix) 
acceptable : fell : Philomel : swell (lvi) 
well ; pell-mell : well : citadel (lxvii) 
hell : knell : compel : abominable (ixxxv) 
tarewel] i shell i spell - intolerable 


harp-player ; here : dear ; clear (ix) 

these : pleas : silences (xin) 
silences : trees : ease : seas (xl) 
is : bliss : contraries *. his Clvu) 
fastnesses : these : appease : images (lxii) 
sun^siimpses t trees ; ease (xxx) 
excellencies : is (xxxv) 


there ; worshipper : ’w'are : hair (lxx) 
charioteer : hair : air : anj'^^here (xc) 

call : musical : toottall : wall (xnii) 
all : thrall : recall : memorial : all (xxxvi) 
downfall : recall : memorial : all (xxi) 
intervals : tails (lxx) 


place : grace : ^pulace : space (xvi) 
space : grace : face : loveliness (xx) 

store ‘ paramour • core {xxx} 
alone : halcyon : tone : mown (xxvii) 

Eve : deceive : contemplative : weave (lxxviu) 


SI 


flight : light : infinite (lxiv) 
mplicity : sky ; imply : thereby (xxxi) 

equality : I (xxxJi) 

years : tears : remembrancers (xxxvii) 
ivdlowwood ; widowhood : wooed : pillow could (u) 
wood : brotherhood (xcz) 
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untrod : dryshod : period : God (v) 

glance ; enhance : advance : countenance (lx) 

Besides these imperfect rimes, some of which are more 
or less innocent and conventional, other examples occur 
both of assonance and consonance. In the following list 
I make no indication of those approximations which are 
natural and almost inevitable in English and those 
which are coo forced for ordinarv tastes. The distinc- 
tions, when not obvious, will be matters ot dispute. Ex¬ 
amples of assonance are: 

malisons : once : suns (xxxviii) 

smooth : ruth : soothe : youth (lxxxiv) 
youth ; forsooth : smooth : Ruth (xxxix) 
smooth ; soothe : youth (lxviii) 

those : close [adj.l (lxxi) 

this : his (lxxvi) 

place : days (lxxvi) 

since : inns (xci) 

Examples of consonance are: 

neck : ache : sake (vii) 

then ; drain : pain (xliv) 

were : there : prayer (xlvii) * 

death : breath : beneath : wreath (lxxvii) 
wreath : breath : death (c) 

■ y 

flame : them : stem (lxxxiii) 

: red : head : shade ; fade (lxxxii) 

Stand : hand : wand : spann’d (liv) 

* Ct. Sir : were ^lxx^u); both pronunciations being of course com¬ 
mon. 



APPENDIX II 


sphere : there (xxn) 
air : soe’er : there (cl) 

give : live : receive : fugitive (xxiv) 

Evangelist : mist : wist : priest (lxxiv) 

one : known : alone : own (iv) 
none : own (lxi) 
thereon : shone (xxin) 
flown : alone : gone (lxiv) 

bore : store ; core : for (xxiii) 
home : roam : therefrom (xlv) 
home : come (lv) 

shore ; o’er : for : more (lxxiii) 

along : song : tongue : wrong (xxv) 
song 1 tongue (xlvii) 
song : long : throng : tongue (l) 
long : among (xci) 

soft : scoffed. • laugh d : oft (lxv) 
noon : tune : moon (xxii) 
interlude : wooed (vi) 

you : who ; rue : adieu (xliv) 
retinue i hue i to • new (xlviii) 
dew : renew : do (lxix) 

womb : home : come : dumb (lxxxvii) 
mound : drown’d t beyond (lxxv) 

troth : clothe (lv) 
caught : not (xlviii) 

Finally, I group together, without classification, Ros¬ 
setti’s various rimes to /oce: 

above : of: Love (i, ^’1II) 

Love I grove i of (ix) 
love : of: enough (xv) 

love : above : dove : of ; prove : love (xxvi) 
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Love : above : glove (xxvii) 
move : love (xxviii) 

love : behoove : alcove : interwove (xxxii) 
dove : above : Love (xLi) 
strove : Love : grove (xlv) 

Love : above : hove : treasure-trove (liv) 
Love : move : prove : alcove (lvii) 

Love : of (lix) 
love: grove (xcvi) 




ALPHABETICAL LIST OF SONNETS 


Ardour and Memory, txiv, 163 
Autumn Idleness, lxix, 170 

Barren Spring, txxxm, 194 
Beauty’s Pageant, xvn, 90 
Birth Bond, The, xv, $7 
Body’s Beauty, txxvm, 183 
Bridal Birth, n, 66 
Broken Music, xlvu, 132 

Choice, The, Lxxi-Lxxin, 173 ff. 
Cloud and Wind, xuv, 128 

Dark Day, A, ixvm, 169 
Dark Glass, The, xxxiv, iia 
Day of Love, A, xvi, 88 
Death-in-Love, xLvm, 135 
Death’s Songsters, Lxxxvn, 199 

Equal Troth, xxxn, 109 

Farewell to the Glen, lxxxiv, 19^ 
From Dawn to Noon, lxxx, 190 

Genius in Beauty, xvm, 91 
Gradous Moonlight, xx, 93 

He and I, xcvm, 218 
Her Gifts, xxxi, 107 
Hero’s Lamp, Lxxxvm, 201 

Heart of the Night, The, LX\T!, 
166 

Heart’s Compass, xxvn, 103 
Heart’s Haven, xxn, 07 
Heart’s Hope, v, 70 
Hill-Summit, The, lxx, 172 
Hoarded Joy, lxxxu, 193 
Hope Overt^en, xm, t25 


Husbandman, The (Old and New 
Art 3), Lxxvi, 180 

Inclusive ness, Lxin, 161 

Kiss, The, vi, 72 
Known in Vain, lxv, 165 

Lamp’s Shrine, The, xxxv, 113 
Landmark, The, lxxti, 167 
Last Fire, xxx, 106 
Life-in-Love, xxx\a, 114 
Life the Beloved, xcvi, 214 
Lost Days, lxxxvi, 198 
Lost on Both Sides, xci, 205 
Love and Hope, xun, 126 
Love Enthroned, i, 65 
Love-Letter, The, xi, 82 
Love-Moon, The, xxxvii, 116 
Lovesight, iv, 69 
Love-Sweetness, xxi, 95 
Lover’s Walk, The, xu, 83 
Love’s Baubles, xxni, 98 
Love’s Fatdity, uv, 145 
Love’s Last Gift, ux, 153 
Love’s Lovers, vxii, 77 
Love’s Testament, m, 67 

Memorial Thresholds, Lxxxi, 191 
Michelangelo’s Kiss, xciv, 2io 
Monochord, The, lxxdc, 187 
Moons tar, The, xxix, 106 
Morrow’s Message, The, xxxvm, 
lid 

Newborn Death, xcix^, 219 fF. 
Not as These (Old and New Art 
2), Lxxv, 179 
Nuptial Sleep, via, 73 



2^2 


ALPHABETICAL LIST 


Old and New Art, lxxiv-lxxvi, 1 
178 fF. 

One Hope, The, ci, 223 j 

Parted Love, xlvi, 131 
Passion and Worship, ix, 78 
Portrait, The, x, 80 
Pride of Youth, xxiv, 99 

“Retro me, Sathana,” xc, 204 

St. Luke the Painter (Old and 
New Art i), lxxiv, 178 
Secret Parting, xlv, 129 
Severed Selves, xl, 121 
Silent Noon, xix, 92 
Sleepless Dreams, xxxxx, 120 
Song-Throe, The, lxi, 158 
Soul-Light, xxviii, 104 
Soul’s Beauty, lxxto, 180 
Soul's Sphere, The, lxii, 160 
Stillborn Love, lv, 147 


Sun's Shame, The, xcii-xciu, 

208 fF. 

I Superscription, A, xcvii, 215 
\ Supreme Surrender, vii, 7c 

i 

; Transfigured Life, lx, 1 <7 
! Trees of the Garden, The, 

I Lxxxix, 202 
1 True Woman, lvi-lviu, 148 ff. 

U. .. 

\ \ ain \ irtues, txxxv, 196 
j Vase of life, The, xcv, 211 
I Venus Viccrix, xxxiii, iio 

I Willowwood, xux-Lii, 136 ff. 
j Without Her, mi, 143 
Winged Hours, xxv, 1 00 

j Youth’s Antiphony, xni, 85 
> Youth’s Spring-Tribute, xiv, 86 



% 



0424 




UxBEJl 


E JAMMU & KASHMIR UNIVERSITY 

UBRARY. 


DATE LOANED 
Class NoQM.Q^Book No. 

Vol. __ Copy _ 

Accession No-_- 





ALLAMA 
IQBAL LIBRARY 


UNIVERSITY OF KASHMIR 

HELP TO KEEP THIS BOOK 
FRESH AND CLEAN 








